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YANKO DESIGN

Design for Poverty Winners
October 30, 2008

We received entries from all over the
world. Poverty is a difficult problem to
diagnose let alone solve but nonetheless
as designers we can address different as-
pects of poverty and hope by dealing with
each point in the problem, we can begin
to collapse the systemic process and give
back the dignity every person deserves.
We judged based on concept, cost to
implement, and deployment. Thank you
to all the entrants for your hard work. Hit
the jump to see the winners.
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GOLD - Rain Drops by Evan Gant
(United States)

Rain water is a largely untapped re-
source, especially in many developing
countries where clean water is scarce.
Water harvesting consists of three main
components: a catchment area (gener- |
ally a roof), a gutter system and a water
storage area. The water storage area is
by far the most expensive portion of this
system, which makes it out of reach for
many families. The RainDrops system
simply allows people to adapt standard
plastic bottles to an existing gutter
system to collect rain water. This changes
water storage from the most to the least
expensive part of the system. These are
much easier to clean and replace than
larger storage units. The repurposing

of these plastic bottles will also give
value to many bottles that are otherwise
headed for landfills. Corruption in the
water sector is a real problem in many
developing countries. The scalability of
this system helps to give more power to
the communities in need.
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For many communities in the developing
world a lack of good hygiene can have
deadly consequences. Washing your hands
is one of the best ways to prevent the
distribution of bacteria. Nearly six thou-
sand children in Kenya die each year from
diarrheal diseases, and it is estimated
that the simple act of proper hand wash-
ing could cut that number in half (kwaho.
org). The RainDrops system includes an
attachment that allows people to create
running water to wash their hands.

Another large benefit to using plastic
bottles as a water collection system is
that it fits in nicely with the process
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called SODIS, which uses a combination
of the suns UV rays and heat to remove
pathogenic microorganisms that cause
disease. This process is spreading across
many developing countries due to its ef-
fectiveness and low cost.

Ultimately the goal of this system is to
create a means for people to be able

to collect water, which is an essential
resource for life. By helping them relieve
the monetary burden in an essential area
like access to clean water, people will
have more economic flexibility to start
address unmet needs in other areas.




